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MALDIVES
UNITED NATIONS DISASTER MANAGEMENT SUPPORT GROUP
(UNDMSG)

Terms of Reference

I. Introduction

The Maldives are a group of 1190 islands spread over 26 atolls stretching for about 820km from north to south in the Indian Ocean. The islands are ring like coral formations enclosed by a lagoon, 130 km at the widest point and do not exceed a length of 4.5 miles or an altitude of 6 feet above sea level. From these 200 islands are inhabited

The Maldives experiences moderate risk conditions owing to a low probability of hazard occurrence and high vulnerability from exposure due to geographical, topographical and socio-economic factors.  As the Maldives islands are low lying about 5 m below sea-level the country is at high risk from dangers posed by global warming and ensuing sea – level rise.
The Maldives islands especially the northern atolls are at greater hazard from cyclonic winds and storm surges. Apart from this some islands are prone to occasional flooding in the monsoon season after torrential rain which in future may prove to be a major hazard leading to loss of life and economic damage. 

The most severe natural disaster to hit the country has been the Asian Tsunami on December 26, 2004 which caused damage and destruction on a nationwide scale in the Maldives. Over one-third of the population was directly impacted by the Tsunami and some 29,000 people had to leave their homes. 
The tsunami has been a turning point for the country and has highlighted the vulnerability of the country to natural disasters. This has paved way for increasing measures to plan ahead against natural and man-made disasters, including an avian flu pandemic.  There is also an increase in the  risk from social causes caused by conflict leading to civil unrest
In the event of such acute emergencies, international humanitarian assistance is necessary. The UN system, as part of the international community, is mandated to respond to a call for humanitarian assistance that a country may require. Evidently, the degree of effort required for disaster response and preparedness goes beyond the capacity of any single UN agency at the country level. In the Maldives, it is the UN Resident Coordinator, who is also the Humanitarian Coordinator, who is responsible for ensuring that effective, timely and well-coordinated response to humanitarian assistance is available at the UN Country Team.

To ensure that an effective, timely and well-coordinated humanitarian response is present at the UN system, an effective inter-agency coordination is imperative. The Office for the Co-ordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), through the Country Resident Coordinator, has encouraged UN agencies to establish a Disaster Management Team (DMT), composed of heads of agencies, aimed at ensuring a well-coordinated inter-agency response in the event of any disaster in the country. The UN Resident Coordinator supports the principles behind the establishment of a DMT at a country level and created a Support Group that would provide technical advisory and coordination support to the DMT. 

II.
Role of the UN Disaster Management Support Group
Under the guidance of the UN Resident Coordinator, the Disaster Management Support Group, is responsible for providing technical advisory and coordination support to the DMT for the effective and efficient implementation of UN inter-agency coordinated disaster preparedness, management and response in the country.

Specifically, the UNDMSG shall:

1. prepare and regularly update a contingency plan;

2. develop operational guidelines within the framework of a contingency plan;

3. compile and maintain up to date information about disaster risks and preparedness;

4. compile and maintain up to date information on in-house capacity to respond to disasters, including financial and manpower resources;

5. design and organize training, simulation, drills, awareness campaigns, etc. to develop and maintain  in-house capacity to respond to disasters

6. network/partner with National Disaster Management Center (NDMC) and other international and local organizations (such as, IFRC).
The UNDMSG shall also provide special attention to the preparedness efforts for the avian and human influenza pandemic, in accordance with the UN Guidelines on Avian Flu.
III.
UNDMSG Composition

The following agencies would constitute the UN DMSG:

1. UN Development Programme
2.     UN Children’s Fund
3.     World Health Organization

The Office of the Resident Coordinator will be represented in the UNDMSG

Specific roles of each of these agencies, during emergency situations would have to be defined, in  accordance with the Inter-Agency Contingency Planning Guidelines.  

IV.
Frequency of Meeting

The schedule and frequency of the meetings of the DMSG is subject to the agreement to be made by its members once the Group has been activated.  The Chair of the DMSG shall be responsible for preparing the minutes of its meetings, which shall be sent to the UNCT immediately or no later than one week before the UNCT regular meetings.

