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Terms of Reference

UN THEME GROUP ON HIV/AIDS

Maldives

(PROPOSED REVISED ToR based on the 2001 ToRs developed then)
1. Mandate

The UN Theme Group on HIV/AIDS (UNTG HIV/AIDS) is mandated to coordinate the work of individual agencies in this sector in support of Government of Maldives (GoM) policies and strategies on HIV/AIDS in a concerted manner. The UNTG HIV/AIDS will concentrate on information exchange between agencies and the GoM, coordination of ongoing initiatives, future joint programming in the context of the new UNDAF and general advocacy and promoting of sound HIV/AIDS policies and activities for the Maldives.

2. Membership and Participation

The UNTG HIV/AIDS consists of the following agencies: UNAIDS, UNDP, UNFPA, UNICEF and WHO. The agencies will designate one person to authoritatively represent the respective agency. The UNTG will be chaired by agencies on a one-year rotating basis (open for discussion – if agencies would like to make the rotation more frequently i.e., every Quarter…) . DPH/MOH, the National AIDS Council and any other relevant partners are invited to actively participate in the meetings and other activities.

3. Terms of Reference
In supporting the National Programme the broad TOR for the Theme Group are as follows:
· Promote political commitment, multi-sectoral involvement and projects, development and application of appropriate policies on HIV/AIDS including those related to human rights. 

· Seek and provide assistance, guidance and advice from and ensure coordination with the National HIV/AIDS Council as and when required.

· Advocate the application of the UNGASS-HIV/AIDAS Declaration and UNAIDS policies in the formulation of national policies on HIV/AIDS control in Maldives.

· Jointly plan and review HIV/AIDS activities supported by the Theme Group members;
· Assist the GoM in the organization of resource mobilization efforts, including funding proposals and round-table meetings in support of national HIV/AIDS policies.
· Review and coordinate partner requests to donors for technical or financial support.

· Facilitate participation of GoM in relevant events at regional and international level.

· Share information on HIV/AIDS activities undertaken or supported by members. These activities could be either in the form of HIV/AIDS specific programmes or HIV/AIDS related activities integrated in the programme of work of the members;
· Develop and maintain a joint web-site related to HIV/AIDS and related activities of the UN in Maldives;

· Liaise between national partners and Theme Group members and between national partners and UNAIDS at the global level

Committees / working groups:

The UN TG appoints a standing Technical Resource Team with a separate TOR. The UN TG can set down other committees or working groups as needed. 

4. Mechanisms

· Reporting: The UN RC is to present an annual report to the PCB on the UNTG.

· The UNTG HIV/AIDS will work on the basis of annual work plans, formulated in cooperation with the Government of Maldives and other partners during the first two months of every calendar year. 
· Frequency of meetings:

· The UNTG HIV/AIDS will meet once a month or more frequently if necessary. 
· Secretariat: The UNAIDS Country Coordinator will serve as the secretariat and nodal point for the UNTG. 

· The chairing agency with support of the UN RC, will ensure logistical/secretarial support to the UNTG HIV/AIDS.
· Decisions are taken in a collegial and consensual manner.
· Progress of UNTG HIV/AIDS activities will be reported to the UN Resident Coordinator on a regular basis and based on “minutes” of meetings.
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